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Report from the Transport Working Group 
 
1. Introduction 
 
The Working Group’s last quarterly Meeting was held at Westbury-on-Trym Academy in 
July. Notes of the Meeting have been circulated to all attendees and can also be 
viewed on the NP’s website (www.activenp.co.uk). 
 
The Meeting included the Group’s AGM, where an NP Rep from each Ward was 
elected to represent their Ward for the next 12 months. It was agreed that Alan 
Aburrow (WoT), Peter Robottom (SB) and Maggie Clarke (Hen) would represent their 
respective Wards. 
 
Alan Aburrow indicated that he was prepared to continue as Chairman and, as there 
were no other nominations, this was unanimously agreed. 
 
As this was the Group’s AGM, the Group’s Terms of Reference were revisited and, 
after a brief discussion, it was agreed that the only change necessary was to remove 
Mark Runacres’ name as the Police contact and substitute “local Neighbourhood 
Manager”. These revised Terms of Reference are appended (as Attachment 1), for 
formal approval by the NP. 
 
2. Minor Traffic Schemes Budget 
 
It was reported to the last NP Meeting that it was impossible to allocate any further 
funding for minor traffic schemes, or “minor works”, until the cumulative balance of the 
NP’s devolved budget for minor traffic schemes had been confirmed. This figure has 
now been established by BCC’s Highways function and full details should be presented 
to the September NP for information. 
 
In short, this will confirm that there is a cumulative, uncommitted, balance going 
forward of approximately £50k. Unfortunately, with Highways’ current city-wide diktat of 
only one minor traffic scheme per NP, per year, it is difficult to see how these funds can 
be utilised to implement any of the schemes that are included in the NP’s current list of 
Highway Issues for prioritisation, until 2017/18. The one scheme for next year 
(2016/17) – a Parking Review covering a large area of Henleaze - has already been 
sanctioned by the Neighbourhood Committee. 
 
However, there is perhaps the opportunity to include some “minor works” projects but 
this possibility needs to be fully explored with Highways to establish the resourcing 
implications. This is discussed further under Item 5 – “Minor Traffic Schemes”. 
 
3. Greater Bristol Bus Network (GBBN) 
 
The debate has continued as to the efficacy of the GBBN bus lane on the approach to 
the White Tree Roundabout. At last year’s June NP Meeting, the Area Manager 
(Highways) took an Action to produce a “draft monitoring plan” to review the current 
situation. We continue to await the results of the monitoring survey (reportedly 
completed before the 2014 Christmas school holiday period) and, more importantly, 
any interpretation ascribed to the survey results. At the March NP Meeting, the Area 

http://www.activenp.co.uk/


Manager (Highways) took an Action to present the results to the June NP but no 
update was provided. 
 
4. Cribbs/Patchway New Neighbourhood (CPNN) 
 
As reported to the last NP in June, there has been no significant Stakeholder 
involvement by BCC on their proposals for mitigating the effects of the CPNN 
development on the transport infrastructure in north Bristol. The last summary 
documentation, provided in February by BCC’s Transport Development Manager, 
indicated that any mitigation proposals going forward were likely to be limited to wall-to-
wall priority bus lanes along the whole of the A4018 corridor, plus the banning of right 
turns at all the outbound light-controlled junctions on Falcondale Road (with the 
exception of Canford Lane) and signalising the Old Crow Roundabout. 
 
5. Minor Traffic Schemes 
 
Attachment 2 (“Open Highway Issues”) includes details of the status of all of the 20 
currently unfunded minor traffic schemes across our NP. However, this total excludes 
the 10 schemes that could eventually be centrally-funded as a result of the CPNN 
Mitigation Review. 
 
Whilst the NP is currently constrained by Highways’ one scheme per year diktat, there 
is a possibility that some minor traffic schemes could be reclassified as “minor works” 
projects. If that is the case - and subject to confirmation by Highways - several potential 
minor works projects detailed in Attachment 2 could be funded now, such as: 
 

• H137 - Wellington Hill West Zebra Crossing upgrade (£10k, part funded with NP4 
and already confirmed as a “minor works” project) 

• W109 - Eastfield Road footway widening (est £15k) 
• W134 - Footway widening at the Canford Lane/Coombe Lane junction (est £15k) 
 
The NP4 Neighbourhood Committee has already agreed to release £5k to half-fund the 
£10k cost of the Wellington Hill West Zebra Crossing Upgrade (H137) and, therefore, 
the NP3 Neighbourhood Committee is requested to sanction £5k from NP3’s devolved 
funds – by way of matched funding for this “minor works” project. 
 
If it can be agreed with Highways that the other two Schemes (W109 and W134) can 
be classified as “minor works” projects, then the Transport Working Group will seek to 
confirm the respective budget costs and, subject to the Working Group’s agreement, 
bring these to the next Partnership in December, for the Neighbourhood Committee to 
consider committing further devolved funds. 
 
It will be noted from Attachment 2 that there are currently 24 schemes with their status 
categorised as “in-progress”, ie not yet completed. Although some of these schemes 
were sanctioned as far back as 2011/12, significant progress has recently been made 
with 14 of them: 
 

• The Statutory Consultation for the Downs Parking Review, which included several 
local issues (S106, S111, S113, S114), was completed at the end of May and the 
numerous comments are currently being evaluated, prior to implementation. 

• A major review of parking restrictions in and around Westbury Village (including 
W130, W132, W135, W136, W139, W142, H131) has been the subject of a public 
consultation which closed on 9 August. 

• A scheme for a Zebra Crossing on Shirehampton Road (S117) and the upgrading of 
the mini-roundabout on Druid Hill (S119) has been the subject of a public 
consultation which closed on 26 August. 



• An amended scheme for a Zebra Crossing on Southmead Road (W117) has been 
the subject of a second public consultation which closed on 28 August. 

 
Again, on a positive note, it is pleasing to be able to report that the last of the yellow 
lines to enforce the new parking restrictions in Stoke Lane (and other nearby streets) 
have now been painted. These new restrictions resulted from the Parking Review that 
was sanctioned by the NP in 2012. 
 
Also, dropped kerbs in Eastfield Road (W109) near Albert Place and additional “No 
Entry” signing in Channells Hill (W137) have recently been completed satisfactorily. 
 
The installation of three traffic-calming chicanes in Chock Lane (W114) has recently 
been completed and this represents the culmination of a long drawn-out campaign by 
the Transport Working Group to support local residents in achieving a reduction in 
traffic speed through this rather narrow thoroughfare. Post-installation “clandestine” 
passive speed counts indicate that, over the course of a week, 99% of the vehicles did 
not exceed 21mph at the exit from the chicanes. This figure should be compared with 
those previously recorded during local Community SpeedWatch exercises which 
typically indicated that up to 40% of vehicles were travelling at between 20 and 24mph 
(and typically 10% in excess of 24mph). 
 
6. Recommendations 
 
The Neighbourhood Partnership is requested to: 
 
1. Approve the Transport Working Group’s revised Terms of Reference (Attachment 

1), following their review at the Group’s recent AGM (Item 1, above). 
 
2. Note that NP4’s Neighbourhood Committee has approved the release £5k to half-

fund the £10k cost of a safety upgrade for the Wellington Hill West Zebra Crossing 
and, therefore, the Neighbourhood Committee is requested to Approve the 
commitment of £5k from the NP’s devolved funds to match-fund this project (Items 2 
and 5, above). 
 

3. Note again the lack of progress with publishing the results of the traffic survey that 
is a prelude to the possible removal of the remaining section of bus lane on the 
approach to the White Tree roundabout, or to justify its retention (Item 3, above). 
 

4. Note again the current lack of any major Stakeholder involvement with proposals to 
mitigate the potential impact of additional traffic volumes on the A4018, arising from 
the Cribbs/Patchway New Neighbourhood (CPNN) (Item 4, above). 
 

5. Note that the long-awaited traffic-calming chicanes in Chock Lane have been 
installed and that post-scheme traffic counts indicate that these have achieved the 
desired reduction in traffic speeds, with 99% of vehicles now not exceeding 21mph 
at the exit from the chicanes (Item 5, above). 
 
 
 
 

Alan Aburrow  
Chairman, Transport Working Group 
(2 September 2015) 
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